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Find Out How to Make the Most of High School 
 
• Take classes recommended for college preparation. Talk to your counselor. 
• Use testing information. Examine your scores and take extra courses or get 

tutoring assistance for weaker academic areas. 
• Establish goals for each school year. Talk to your counselor about what you should 

be doing in light of your college and career plans. 
• Explore careers through research and experiences. Use a career-counseling program and job 

shadow or do internships in careers you are interested in pursuing. 
• Surf the Internet for information on education and career planning. 
• Take a college entrance exam during your junior year. 
• Plan challenging high school courses  

 
Colleges Care About Which Courses You're Taking in High School 

 
The courses you take in high school show colleges what kind of goals you set for yourself. Are 
you signing up for advanced classes, honors sections, or accelerated sequences? Are you 
choosing electives that really stretch your mind and help you develop new abilities? Or are you 
doing just enough to get by?  Colleges will be more impressed by respectable grades in 

challenging courses than by outstanding grades in easy ones. 
 
Do your high school course selections match what most colleges expect you to know? For example, 
many colleges require two to four years of foreign language study. 
 
Successful completion of the courses in the list below are commonly expected of prospective students. 
Of course, each college and university may have different high school course requirements. Be sure to 
check with the colleges you're interested in to see what they recommend or require. 
  
Massachusetts State College and University Requirements 
 
4 English: 3 Mathematics: 3 Science (including 2 lab sciences): 2 Social Studies: 2 World Language 
and Electives 

 
Find Out Why You Should Go to College 

 
Whether you are uncertain about going to college or you just need some reassurance 
you're on the right track, here are a few reasons to go to college: 
 
• Every bit of education you get after high school increases the chances you'll 

earn good pay. Most college graduates earn a lot more money during their working years than 
people who stop their education at high school. 

• The more education you get the more likely it is you will always have a job. According to 
one estimate, by the year 2028 there will be 19 million more jobs for educated workers than there 
are qualified people to fill them. 

• Continuing education after high school is much more important for your generation than 
it was for your parents' generation. Today most good jobs require more than a high school 
diploma. Businesses want to hire people who know how to think and solve problems. 

• Education beyond high school gives you a lot of other benefits, including meeting new people, 
taking part in new opportunities to explore your interests, and experiencing success. 

 
Other Things to Consider 
 
    Become familiar with college entrance requirements 
    Join/continue extracurricular activities 
    Attend summer camp at a college to experience a college-like atmosphere 
    Continue/start saving for college 
    Research college costs 
    Meet with your college/career counselor at least once a year 
    Explore careers and colleges on the Internet  


